Proposed RAS Bylaws changes

Article III, Section 5, Para. 2

Current: The Vice President for Member Activities shall chair a Member Activities Board. This Board shall consist of the Chairs of the following Standing Committees: the Awards and Fellow Nomination Committee, the Fellow Evaluation Committee, the Chapter and International Activities Committee, and the Membership, Admissions and Retention Committee, plus up to three (3) additional members appointed by the Vice President for Member Activities. This Board has the responsibility for overseeing the activities of the Standing Committees listed above and for any other membership-related activities.

Proposed: The Vice President for Member Activities shall chair a Member Activities Board. This Board shall consist of the Chairs and co-chairs of the Standing Committees for which the Board is responsible, plus up to three (3) additional members appointed by the Vice President for Member Activities. This Board has the responsibility for overseeing the activities of the Standing Committees for which the Board is responsible and for any other membership-related activities.

Article III, Section 8

Current: Vice President for Conference Activities. The Vice President for Conference Activities has overall responsibility for all Conferences, Symposia, Meetings, and Workshops to which the Society lends its name. This includes the annual International Conference on Robotics and Automation, 100% sponsored meetings, partial and co-sponsored meetings, technically co-sponsored meetings, and competitions that use the Society's name. The Vice President for Conference Activities shall chair the Conference Activities Board (Article VII) and shall negotiate with the IEEE and sister societies on all matters relating to jointly sponsored conferences and meetings.

Proposed: Vice President for Conference Activities. The Vice President for Conference Activities has overall responsibility for all Conferences, Symposia, Meetings, and Workshops to which the Society lends its name. This includes the annual International Conference on Robotics and Automation, 100% sponsored meetings, partial and co-sponsored meetings, technically co-sponsored meetings, and competitions that use the Society's name. The Vice President for Conference Activities shall chair the Conference Activities Board (Article VII) and shall negotiate with the IEEE and sister societies on all matters relating to jointly sponsored conferences and meetings.  The Steering Committee for Technical Programs shall report to the Vice President for Conference Activities.

Article IX, Sections 14 – 16

Proposed:  Renumber them 16 – 18

Proposed Section 14 – New.  Steering Committee for Technical Programs.  This committee shall report to the Vice President for Conference Activities and be composed of the immediate past, present and next ICRA Program Chairs, a representative from each of the Publications and Technical Activities boards appointed by their respective vice presidents, at least three (3) AdCom members and other members appointed by the Vice President for Conference activities with approval of the President.  The SCTP shall be responsible for  year-to-year consistency and coordination of the technical aspects of conferences such as: paper reviewing system; reviewer management process; keyword, reviewer and reviewer performance databases; guidance on quality issues; conference review; and other matters pertaining to the technical aspects of our conferences.

Proposed Section 15 – New.  Electronic Products and Services Board. This board shall report to the Society President and shall be composed of one representative from each Society Board (designated by the corresponding Vice President), at least two AdCom members, and additional members as appointed by the President.  It shall be responsible for the creation and management of society web and electronic services.

