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A. Background

The conferences under the purview of CAB and SCTP include: 10 fully sponsored conferences, 17 partially sponsored conferences, and 26 technically sponsored (full or co sponsored) conferences. Thisdocument establishes some basic guidelines for evaluating these conferences and the RAS role in these conferences. 

B. RAS interests and mission

There are three competing interests for RAS members. In order of importance these are:

a. Protecting and enhancing the value of the IEEE RAS branding;  

b. RAS financial interests; and 

c. RAS membership. 

SCTP is charged with the responsibility of evaluating conferences in terms of (a). CAB is responsible for (b). And MAB is responsible for (c). 

We should also recognize that conferences don't depend on RAS for their survival. While the IEEE RAS brand does provide name recognition, the fact is that conferences like RSS, HRI and WHC can survive with marginal support from IEEE RAS. Indeed conferences like WAFR have no RAS involvement. So it is in our interests to actively solicit, nurture and encourage conferences that have potential in order to build the robotics and automation community.

C. Types of Conferences 

There are three types of conferences/workshops. Each category is briefly described. The committee responsible for evaluating the conference is described in parentheses. 

(1) International medium to large conferences (SCTP)

· Reputation and technical quality of the conference: 

· What is the conference scope? 

· Is the conference above threshold in terms of the quality metrics established by SCTP? 

· Is the conference worthy of the RAS brand name? 

(2) International small conferences or workshops (SCTP) 

· What is the vision and scope for the conference?

·  Is there a niche, but potentially high-quality community that can be developed?

·  Is there potential for growth?  

· Does this area have a future?

(3) Regional conferences (MAB/CAB)

· What is the potential of the conference to reach out to new constituencies?  

· Is there a new community that can be cultivated by the creation of the conference?

· Is there a potential to grow RAS membership?

D. Expectations of Sponsored Conferences

· Technically Sponsored Conferences 
· The conference organizers must complete the end-of-conference report  (spreadsheet) and submit to SCTP within 3 months of the end of theconference.

· Program chairs of conferences in Categories (1) and (2) above will be expected to engage SCTP either by attending SCTP meetings or by  involving SCTP members in their committees.
· -MAB will assign a liaison to each conference. The MAB liaison will be invited to attend the conference. We recognize that the liaison may not be able to attend regional conferences (Category (3)).
·  Technically Sponsored conferences are not expected to publish proceedings in IEEE Xplore, unless they can establish the high quality that is expected of IEEE RAS conferences. 

· Conferences with financial co-sponsorship [Only conferences in categories (1) and (2) are eligible for financial sponsorship.]
· The conferences will satisfy all requirements above (under technically sponsored conferences). 
· Financial report to CAB 
· The conference is expected to publish its proceedings in IEEE Xplore within 2 months of the conclusion of the conference.
· Fully Sponsored Conferences 
· The conferences will satisfy all requirements above (under conferences with financial co-sponsorship).
· Conference and Program Chairs of all Fully Sponsored Conferences  will be expected to attend CAB/SCTP meetings to present progress on a regular basis (once in two years).
· CAB can require Conference and Program Chairs of Fully Sponsored Conferences to adopt RAS practices and tools (e.g., Paper Plaza,  IEEE Xplore, Omni press)

E. Changes in RAS Practices 

· Conference MOUs should be modified to include:
-     the submission of end-of-conference reports
-    the attendance of CAB and/or SCTP meetings

· SCTP membership should be expanded to include MAB representation to help with Category (3) conference

F. List of Conferences

Fully (Financially) Sponsored Conferences

· ARSO       Workshop on Advanced Robotics and its Social Impacts

· AutoID
   Workshop on Automatic Identification Advanced Technologies

· CASE
   Conf on Automation Science and Engineering

· CIRA
   Int Symp on Computational Intelligence in Robotics and Automation

· Humanoids  Int Conf on Humanoid Robots

· ICRA
   Int Conf on Robotics and Automation

· ISAM
   Int Symp on Assembly and Manufacturing

· MEMS
   Int Conf on Micro Electro Mechanical Systems

· SSRR
   Int Workshop on Safety, Security and Rescue Robotics

· WHC
   World Haptics Conference

Co (Financially) Sponsored Conferences

· 70%
 MFI
   IEEE Int Conf Multisensor Fusion and Integration for Intelligent Systems

· 50%
 BioRob
   Int Conf on Biomedical Robotics and Biomechatronics

· 50%
ICORR
   IEEE Int Conf on Rehabilitation Robotics

· 50%
 IEEE-CYBER
IEEE Int Conf on Cyber Technology in Automation, Control, and Intelligent Systems

· 50%
 IERA
IFR/IEEE Industry Forum on Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Robotics and Automation

· 40%
 HRI
ACM/IEEE Int Conf on Human-Robot Interaction
· 33%
AIM
IEEE/ASME Int Conf on Advanced Intelligent Machines

· 30%
 ICAL
IEEE Int Conf on Automation and Logistics

· 30%
 ICIA
IEEE Int Conf on Information and Automation

· 30%
 ICIT
IEEE Int Conf on Integration Technology

· 30%
 ROBIO
IEEE Int Conf on Robotics and Biomimetics

· 25%
 ICMA
IEEE Int Conf on Mechatronics and Automation

· 25%
IROS
IEEE/RSJ Int Conf on Intelligent Robots and Systems

· 25%
 SI
IEEE/SICE Int Symp on System Integration

· 20%
 MHS
Int Conf on Micro-Nano Mechatronics and Human Science

· 20%
MMAR
IEEE Int Conf on Methods and Models in Automation

· 20%
 RO-MAN IEEE Int Symp on Robot and Human Interactive Communication

Technically Sponsored Conferences

· ARSC
    Conference on Autonomous Robot Systems and Competitions

· CISSE
    Int Conf on Industrial Electronics, Technology and Automation

· CogSys
    Int Conf on Cognitive Systems

· DARS
    Int Symp on Distributed Autonomous Robotic Systems

· eDFM
    e-Manufacturing and DFM Symposium

· IAV
    7th IFAC Symposium on Intelligent Autonomous Vehicles

· ICAR
    Int Conf on Advanced Robotics

· ICCAS
    Int Conf on Control, Automation and Systems

· ICARCV
    Int Conf on Control, Automation, Robotics and Vision

· ICR
    Israeli Conference on Robotics

· INCOM
    IFAC Symp on Information Control Problems in Manufacturing

· LARS
    Latin American Robotics Symposium

· MED
    Mediterranean Conf on Control and Automation

· ReMAR
    ASME/IEEE Intl Conf on Reconfigurable Mechanisms and Robots

· RoboComm    Int Conf on Robot Communication and Coordination

· RoboGames   5th Annual Int RoboGames

· Robotica    Portuguese Robotics Open

· RoMoCo   Int Workshop on Robot Motion and Control

· RSS
    Robotics: Science and Systems

· SCS
    2nd Intl Conference on Signals, Circuits and Systems

· SICE
    SICE Annual Conf

· SYROCO   Int IFAC Symp on Robot Control

· TePRA
    IEEE Int Conf on Technologies for Practical Robot Applications

· URAmI
    Int Conf on Ubiquitous Robots and Ambient Intelligence
· WCICA
    World Congress on Intelligent Control and Automation
· WHCM
    IEEE Workshop on Health Care Management
