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BIOGRAPHY 

Wesley Snyder  has been an active volunteer in RAS for many years and served as a charter member of the AdCom, founding editor of the Robotics and Automation Newletter (now RA Magazine) and on the organizing and program committees of conferences.  He is currently the general chair of the forthcoming ICRA 2010, which will be held in Anchorage, Alaska.

He wrote the first engineering textbook on Robotics,  Industrial Robots, Computer Interfacing and Control (Prentice Hall, 1984) and a second book, Machine Vision, (Cambridge University Press, 2004).

Snyder received his B.S. from North Carolina State University (NCSU) and the Ph.D. from the University of Illinois-Urbana-Champaign.  He returned to NCSU, where he  is currently Full Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering and Adjunct Professor of Biomedical Engineering. He has spent sabbaticals at NASA-Langley, the Wake Forest University Medical School, DLR, the German Space Agency and the University of Western Australia.

He has also consulted for Westinghouse, General Electric, Martin-Marietta, and the Army Research Office. His research is in the area of Computer and Robot Vision, specifically computer processing and recognition of images, with applications to robot vision, military targeting, industrial inspection, and medical diagnosis. He has over 100 refereed publications, and has directed the research of 23 MS and 14 PhD students. He is a fellow of the AIMBE, and co-program chair for the 2008 IEEE Workshop on Applications of Computer Vision.

STATEMENT

As a member of the AdCom, my strongest priorities will be to support two missions:

Our mission to research and development.  We are in a rapidly advancing field, one whose success is completely dependent, in turn, on the success of the R&D effort. This requires that RAS continues to produce world-class archival publications, both journals and conference publications.

Our mission to education. We owe it to our members to provide them with state-of-the art information about the fields of robotics and automation, covering the  technical, social, and ethical aspects of those fields presented with an emphasis on pedagogy, and especially to cultivating and retaining student members. We also need to further and extend our already excellent educational outreach programs. 


