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MINUTES
IEEE ROBOTICS AND AUTOMATION COUNCIL ADCOM MEETING
APRIL 7, 1986 — SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
(Acting secretary - Klafter)
1. Roll call and welcome by Faul —~ 1:18 FM

2. Agenda was adopted. (Motion by Jarvis, seconded by Luh). -
Approved.

3. Minutes of 12/10/86 council meeting was approved wothout
ammendment. (Luh, DeFigueredo)

4, REPORTS:
4.1 President ‘s Report (Faul) — TABR meeting report: letter

from Boston section asking for RAC to become a society (letter was
from Michael Whitelaw, Director, Region 1) - letter should be part of

Ami nutes.

~

4.2 Treasurer ‘s Report (Klafter) - proper crediting of
subscription fees to RAC is now being taken care of by headqgquarters
and &an up~to~date accounting is in the worke. Approrimate RAC surplus
is ¥71.1K as of 12/31/85. - see attached report.

4.3 Journal Editor (Bekey) -

o Vol. & #1 (March) is 2 weeks behind. It will be about &60-65
pages. Vol. 2 #2 (June) is on time (&0-65 pge). Vol.2 #3 (Sept.) is on
time (B8O-8% pgs).

o Discussion followed on whether we should remain gquarterly
for next vear with an increased number of pages per issue (e.g.. 20O
more pages) or o to e bi-monthly format. The latter seemed to be
favored.

o There is & monotonicelly increasing number of papers being
submitted to the Journal. S1 papers currently submitted (total for
1985 was 82 .

4.4 1984 Conterence (Bejczv)

o S0 pre-registration (564 for conterence; 16 tor tutorials
orly:) — Tutorial 1 (44): Tutorial Z (&61); Workshop (84)

o there are 727 students registered (a 40% increase from the
last contference).

o Budget and numbers are in qood shape.

o Froceeding are in three volumes, one for each day and total
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twice the number that we had last year. (Froceedinas are well printed.
Our thanks to the Computer Scociety).

o Fapers are, for the most part, of very good quality.

o Many new people are attending with many new institutions
from here and abroad. (70 international attendees).

0 907 of the papers are of the research type.

o 60 automation papers (15 last vear); 280 rototics papers.

o Discussion followed on the size of the proceedings.
Suggestions: (1) 2 page abstracts rather than full paper be printed;
(2) Have long and short papers.

¢t Council is invited to diner by conference crganizers.

4.5 1987 Conference (Sanderson)

o 14 people have agreed to serve on program commnmitte.
o Publicity = Harry Hayman
o Call for papers — is out and avaellable at 86 conference.

o Gerneral mailino in & few wesks (over 12000 amnouncements
will go ocut).

o Tutoriale and workshops will be on 3/720 with the sessions
being held /31 - 4/2.

o Jarvie suggested that we cocordinate with the SME Robote
Conference and Expcosition soc as to attract the largest foreign
contingent.

o Snyder talked about room layout. There will be eight
parallel sessions. There was a suggestion that the workshops be held
on friday so as not to conflict with the tutorials (on monday).

o Heyman indicated that meny people wish to attend both and
that +tutorials and workshope are profit centers. Sense of the council
e toc go with & Monday — Friday schedule.

o Snyder suggested that educational exhibite be permitted.
We have the space anvway (there is an extra cocst for Wed. and Thures.
but we will charge the erhibitors to take care of this). Discuesion
followed and the topic was moved to New Business

& Spouses program 1< being developed - there is no financial
riek to the council for this i1tem.

4.6 Meetinge (Favlidise) — vepoart postponed.
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4.8 Newsletter (Snyder) - deterred

4.9 Standards (Haynes) — did not attend.

4.10 Education (Desrochers) — report given above on tutorials.

S. ACTION ITEMS

S.1 1988 Conterence (Favlidis)

o Motion (Pavlidis, Jarvis) to accept Bob kEelley as Conference
Froaram Chairman. Approved.

o We have proposals from two citiese — Ann Arbor and
Fhiladelphia. Motion (Favliidis, Klafter) for Fhiladelphia. Carried.

o Discussion centered around geographical location of
conference and initial intent of moving it to different leocations
arcurnid the country. However, we should take into consideration the
large concentrations of potential atterndees in the East and Far West.
Alsoc, we need active and enthusiastic workere to hold & conferernce in

“'.'\a particular location.

o
o Froposals for the 1989 conference site are now being
solicited. We would like it to be in the Mid-West.

o There was & digcuseion on the procesdings, number of papers,
and overall size. Some felt that & two page limit wss good. However.
some felt that three volumes was cocd.

o There was also & discussion about what could be done to
improve the quality of the precsentation. We do not want esomecne to
show a few pages from the paper or hie thesis but rather to specielly
prepare clear a concise overheads or slides. 1t WS mentioned that
SME requires thatVsgs=sion cheairman review the slides %eforehand.

A

¥exexEer¥Harry arrived anmd took over the job of taking minutes. #EFrEsss

Respectively submitted: 2%/(fZL
1
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. ACTION ITEMS (contirued)

S. 2 Newsletter

There was same discussiornn about the patential rale of a riewsletter,
including tutorial papers, anncouncemernts of future everits, synopsis of
past events. Faul asked Srnyder to put together a proposal for a

riewsletter.

S.3 Subscription_fee

The consensus was that there is rio reed to increase the subscription fee.

9.4 Expenses_for Vice Fresident to_atternd final TAE_meeting :

The Adcom approved a motion (by Kelley, second by Luh) that the council
reimburse the travel experises for the vice president to attend the final
TAE meeting of the year, if the vice president’s organization will rot

support the travel expenses.

S. 35 Cozsponsorship of Industrial Electronics Scciety Meetings
The Adcom approved a motion (by Bekey, second by EBejecrzy) to cooperate with
the Irdustrial Electronics Society in IECON 87 and the following four
woarkshops:

1 Internaticrnal Workshop on Industrial RApplicaticons of Machine Vision
ard Machine Intelligence, Feb. &-4, 1987, Tokyo.

/..\ 2 Internaticnal Workshop on  Industrial Automatiorn Systems, Feb. 4—6,

1987, Tokywso.

Workshap on Factory Communications, March 1387, Michigan.

International Workshop on Artificial Intelligernce for Industrial

Applications, 1988, Hitachi, Japan.

0

N’

W

€. DISCUSSION ITEMS

€.1 Council reserves

It was decided tco leave the courcil reserves in T-bills.

e e e e it ot e et e e e . St At e Wn Mt e o

There was scme discussion about a possible transition of the courcil to a
Society. The coverall sense of the adcom was that we are moving in that
direction. It was felt that such a tramsiticon would help reinfcrce IEEE’s
pesition in the areas of robotics and automation. It was alsc suggested
that the scciety representatives sclicit the advice of their presidents on
this matter.

7. NEW BUSINESS
The adcom approved a motion (by Snyder, seccond by deFigueiredo) to allcow
educational exhibits at the next confererce.

8. NEXT MEETING

The nrext Adcom meetirig will be held on Monday, September 9, at 1:00pm, in

Milwaukee, Wisconsirn, in conjunction with IECON 8& (motion by Abramovich,
Csecc-nd by deFigueiredo).

S. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 4:10 pm.
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IEEE ROEBOTICS AND AUTOMATION COUNCIL
ADCOM MEETING, AFRIL 7, 1986
ATTENDANCE

The following members and guests were in attendarnce :

3
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W.E. Snyder, Newsletter Editor

J.Y. Luh, Control Systems Saciety
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T.0. Binfcrd, Systems, Man, and Cybernetics Scciety
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