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INSTRUCTIONS FOR REVIEWERS OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS

Communication items are a separate class of short manuscripts which are subject to an expedited review 
process. Appropriate items include (but are not limited to) rebuttals and/or counterexamples of previously published 
papers. Editors or Associate Editors may request outside review when appropriate.

Please respect the deadline. As an author, you undoubtedly appreciate the importance of minimizing delays.

Please provide detailed comments to the authors, including at least a few sentences justifying your
recommendation. The following points are suggested for your comments:

What is the contribution of the paper?
Does the author explain the significance of this paper?
Is the Communication item clearly written, compact, and well organized?
If the paper is not technically sound, why not? 
Is the chosen category of Communication item appropriate? Is it too long for its actual content?

Supply any information that you think will be useful to the for a revision, for enhancing the appeal of the
Communication item, or for convincing him/her of the weak points or mistakes. The reviewer's recommendation for 
acceptance or rejection should not be included in the comments to the author. Do not identify yourself or your 
organization within the review text.

Please note the following T-RO policy: If a Communication item is better suited as a Short paper, then it cannot be 
directly accepted or conditionally accepted in this other category. The paper should first be resubmitted as Short.

In your critical comments to the author, please be specific. If you find that the results are already known, please give 
references to earlier papers which contain these or similar results. If you say that the reasoning is incorrect or vague,
please indicate specifically where and why.
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Overall Recommendation*
Accept as Communication Item provided that all 

typographic errors and minor recommendations are 
corrected in the final version

Conditionally Accept as Communication Item provided 
that minor revisions are made as indicated in the Comments 
Section

Revise and Resubmit as Communication Item as 
indicated in the Comments Section (if resubmitted, the 
revised paper should undergo a full review cycle keeping 
past review material into account)

Reclassify the Item as Short Paper as a better fitting 
category (after revision and resubmission)

Reject the Item
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Paper Contribution*   

Technical Quality*   

Originality*   

Thoroughness of Results*   

Clarity of Presentation*   

Adequacy of Citations*   

Relevance to the Field*   
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Comments to the 
Editorial Staff

Not more than 2000
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Check length    Fit to 
size
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Author*
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characters (about 

100 full lines)

Check length    Fit to 
size 
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Pdf file of size less
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