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INSTRUCTIONS FOR REVIEWERS OF REGULAR PAPERS

Please respect the deadline. As an author, you undoubtedly appreciate the importance of minimizing delays.

Please provide detailed comments to the authors, including at least a few sentences justifying your
recommendation. The following points are suggested for your comments:

What is the contribution of the paper?
Does the author explain the significance of this paper?
Is the paper clearly written and well organized?
Does the introduction state the purpose of the paper?
Are the references relevant and complete? Supply missing references.
If the paper is not technically sound, why not? 
If the paper is too long for its category, how can it be shortened? 
In particular, if you recommend to revise and resubmit or to conditionally accept the paper as Short, please 
provide indications to the authors on how to accomplish this reduction. 
If the paper is intended for a Special Issue, please comment on its pertinence. 

Supply any information that you think will be useful to the author for a revision, for enhancing the appeal of the paper,
or for convincing him/her of the weak points or mistakes. The reviewer's recommendation for acceptance or rejection 
should not be included in the comments to the author. Do not identify yourself or your organization within the review 
text.

In your critical comments to the author, please be specific. If you find that the results are already known, please give
references to earlier papers which contain these or similar results. If you say that the reasoning is incorrect or vague,
please indicate specifically where and why. If you suggest that the paper be rewritten, give specific suggestions as to
which parts of the paper should be deleted, amplified or modified, and please indicate how.

If the paper has a multimedia attachment (typically, a video clip), please evaluate this in the Comments Section. Is it 
consistent with the paper content? Does it enhance the paper quality? If it is a video, how is the technical quality? Is it 
free of commercialism? 

Please note the following T-RO policy: If a paper is submitted as Regular, there is no direct recommendation of 
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acceptance as Short. In view of the presumably large changes needed, the paper should first be conditionally 
accepted as Short.

The paper review procedure for the IEEE Transactions on Robotics involves a recommendation prepared by the 
Associate Editor on the basis of the paper reviews by peers. The final decision on publication, sustaining or 
modifying this recommendation, is taken by the Editor handling the paper.
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Accept as Regular Paper provided that all typographic 
errors and minor recommendations are corrected in the final 
version

Conditionally Accept as Regular Paper provided that 
minor revisions are made as indicated in the Comments 
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Conditionally Accept as Short Paper provided that 
minor revisions are made as indicated in the Comments 
Section

Revise and Resubmit as Regular Paper as indicated in 
the Comments Section (if resubmitted, the revised paper 
should undergo a full review cycle keeping past review 
material into account)

Revise and Resubmit as Short Paper as indicated in the 
Comments Section (if resubmitted, the revised paper should 
undergo a full review cycle keeping past review material into 
account)

Reject the Paper (future submission of this work will be 
treated as a new paper) 

Submit to Another Journal
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annual BEST T-RO PAPER AWARD?
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acceptance?
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Clarity of Presentation*   

Adequacy of Citations*   

Relevance to the Field*   
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